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(before).»

Allah commands that the prayer should be performed
properly and on time. It is reported in the Two Sahihs that Ibn
Masad said, “I asked the Prophet i, ‘Which deed is the
dearest (to Allah)?’ He replied:

w8 Sl
 «To offer the prayers at their fixed times.»
I asked, ‘What is the next (in goodness)?’ He replied:

Gl Jot S ‘
tTo parttczpate in Jihad (religious fighting) in Allah’s cause.»”
I again asked, ‘What is the next (in goodness)?’ He replied:

lij!\}il j,:»
~ To be.good and dutiful to your parents.

‘Abdullah then added, “The Prophet #: told me these words,
and had I asked more, the Prophet i would have told me
more.”!!

The Middle Prayer

Furthermore, Allah has specifically mentioned the Middle
prayer, which is the ‘Asr prayer according to the majority of
the scholars among the Companions, as At-Tirmidhi and Al-
Baghawi have stated. Al-Qadi Al-Mawardi added that the
majority of the scholars of the Tabi‘in also held this view. Al-
Hafiz Abu ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul-Barr said that this is also the
opinion of the majority of the scholars of the Athar (i.e., the
Hadith and the statements of the Salaf). In addition, Abu
Muhammad bin ‘Atiyah said that this is the Tafsir (of the
Middle prayer) of the majority of scholars. Al-Hafiz Abu
Muhammad ‘Abdul-Mu’min bin Khalaf Ad-Dumyati stated in
his book on the Middle prayer that it is the ‘Asr prayer and
mentioned that this is the Tafsir of ‘Umar, ‘Ali, Ibn Mastd,
Abu Ayyub, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, Samurah bin Jundub, Abu
Hurayrah, Abu Safid, Hafsah, Umm Habibah, Umm Salamah,
Ibn ‘Abbas and ‘A’ishah. This is also the Tafsir of ‘Ubaydah,

Bl Fath Al-Bari 2:12, Muslim 1:90.
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Ibrahim An-Nakha', Razin, Zirr bin Hubaysh, Sa‘id bin
Jubayr, Ton Sirin, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, "Ad-Dahhak, Al-Kalbi,
Muqatil, Ubayd bin Abu Maryam, and others. o

The Proof that the ‘Asr Pra‘yeris the Middle Prayer
Imam Ahmad reported that ‘Ali narrated that Allah’s
Messenger i said during the battle of Al-Ahzab (the
Confederates): Co ‘

sl i sl G i i (plasgt AN o2 RO
«They (the disbelievers) busied us from performing the Middle -

-prayer, the ‘Asr prayer, may Allgh fill their hearts and houses
with fire.» : '

He performed the ‘Asr prayer between Maghrib and Isha’ !
Muslim and An-Nasal recorded  this Hadith. In addition, the
Two Shaykhs, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi An-Nasa1? and
several ‘other collectors of the Sunan recorded this Hadith
using different chains of narrators to ‘Ali.B! The Hadith about
the battle of Al-Ahzab, when the Mushriks prevented Alldh’s
Messenger i and his Companions from performing the ‘Asr
prayer, has been narrated by several other Companions. We
only mentioned the narrations that stated that the Middle
prayer is the ‘Agr prayer. Furthermore, Muslim reported similar
wordings for this Hadith from Ibn Masud and Al-Bard’ bin
‘Azib.* :

In addition, Im&am Ahmad reported that Samurah bin
Jundub said that Allih’s Messenger % said: o

1, L ik
«The Middle prayer is the "‘Asr prayer %

In another narration, Allah’s Messenger mentioned:

(1l Ahmad 1:113.

[2) Muslim 1:437, An-Nasa’1 6:303. :

(31 path AlBari 6:124, 7:467, 8:43, 11:197, Muslim 1:436, Abu
Dawud 1:287, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:328, An-Nasa’ 1:236, Ahmad
1:137. .

4 Muslim 1:437,438.
(5] Ahmad 5:22.
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T A S & sy
€Guard strictly (five obligatory) As-Salawat (the prayers) especially

the Middle Salahy and stated that it is the ‘Asr prayer.l'l [n
another narration, Allah’s Messenger ¥ said:;

a:,,‘a;.jl ‘;‘9»
Ut is the ‘Asr prayer .»
and Ibn Jafar mentioned that the Prophet ¥ was then being
asked about the Middle prayer.?  At-Tirmidhj reported this
Hadith and said, "Hasan, Sahin."® 1n addition, Abu Hatim bin

Hibban reported in his Sahih that ‘Abdullah said that Allah’s
Messenger # said:

T IRY AR N
The Middle prayer is the ‘Asr prayer o1l

At-Tirmidhi reported that Ibn Mast%d narrated that Allah’s
Messenger # said:

IR S R R NN
«The ‘Asr prayer is the Middle prayer.»
At-Tirmidhi then stated that this Hadith is of a Hasan, Sahih

type.®  Muslim reported the Hadith in his Sahih and his
wordings are:

il e o i ssian 2 6 ik

“They (disbelievers) busied us from performing the Middle
prayer, the ‘Asr prayer »l6l

These texts emphasize the fact (that the ‘Asr prayer is the
Middle prayer). What further proves this fact is that, in an
authentic Hadith, Allah’s Messenger emphasized the
nhecessity of Preserving the ‘Asr prayer, when he said, as Ibn
‘Umar narrated:

[ Ahmad 5:8.

2] Ahmad 5:7,

B Tuhfat Al Ahwadhi 8 328
I Ibn Hibban 3:121,

I Tunfat Al-Ahwadhi 8 :329.
el Muslim 1:437.
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iy A 5 Sl i dss 06
«Whoever misses the ‘Asr prayer will be like who has lost his
family and money »!")
It is reported in the Sahih that Buraydah bin Al-Husayb said
that the Prophet ¥ said:
iz Lo i el 83 3 5 i e aska iy

'On a cloudy day, perform the (‘Asr) prayer early, for whoever
misses the ‘Asr prayer, will have his (good) deeds annulled 2

The Prohibition of speaking during the Prayer
Allah said:
455 4 1

¢And stand before Allah with obedience .»
meaning, with humbleness and humility before Him (i.e.,
during the prayer). This command indicates that it is not
allowed to speak during the prayer, as speaking contradicts
the nature of the prayer. This is why the Prophet # refused to
answer Ibn Mas0d when he greeted him while he was praying
and said afterwards:

oS 35t Sp
«The prayer makes one sufficiently busy .

(i.e., by the various actions of the body, tongue and heart
involved during the prayer.)

Muslim reported that the Prophet # said to Mu‘awiyah bin
Hakam As-Sulami when he spoke during the prayer:

G At B 8 e ned g A Y SN L Bp
wbi (535
“The ordinary speech people indulge in is not appropriate

during the prayer. The prayer involves only Tasbih (praising
Allah), Takbir (saying Alldhu Akbar, i.e., Allgh is the Most

m Muslim 1:436.
2 1bn Majah 1:224.
B! Muslim 1:382.
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Great) and remembering Allah ']

Imam Ahmad reported that Zayd bin Arqam said, “One used
to address his friend about various affairs during the prayer
Then when this Ayah was revealed:

(0.‘:7—‘ 47’ _,s_.)

¢And stand before Allah with ebedience.)

we were ordered to refrain from speaking.”? The Group®

(i.e., the Hadith collections), except Ibn Majah, reported this
Hadtth ' ‘

The Fear Prayer
Allah said:
B 3 U Lk O et A TS U jit;};:-.i;;:\;)

Platr

B § et

- 4And if you fear (an enemy) (perﬁ)rm Salah) on foot or ndmg
- And when you are in safety, then remember Allah (pray) in the
manner He has taught you, which you knew not (before).3
After Allah commanded His servants to perform the prayer
perfectly and emphasized this commandment, He mentioned
the situation where the person might not be able to perform
the prayer perfectly, during battle and combat. Allah said:

€083 F 96 s o
¢And if you fear (an enemy), perform Saldh on foot or riding.p
meaning, pray in the appropriate manner under these
circumstances, whether on foot or riding and whether facing
the Qiblah or otherwise. Imam Malik reported that Nafi‘ related
that Ibn ‘Umar used to describe the Fear prayer when he was
asked about it and would then add, “If there is intense fear,

pray on foot, riding, facing the Qiblah and otherwise.” Nafi‘
commented, “I thmk that he related that to the Prophet g "4

11 Muslim 1:381.
12l Ahmad 4:368.

Bl Fath Al-Bari 3:88, Muslilm 1:383, Abu Dawud 1:583, Tuhfat Al
Ahwadhi 8 :330, An-Nasa’ 3:18.

4 ArMuwatta’ 1:184.
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Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported the Hadith.!!)

Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa’i, Ibn Majah and Ibn Jarir
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Allah has ordained the prayer
by the words of your Prophet i: four (Rak‘ah) while residing,
two Rak‘ah while traveling and one Rak‘ah during times of
fear.”®! This is also the view of Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah,
Ad-Dahhak, and others. 3l

In addition, Al-Bukhari has entitled a Chapter: ‘Prayer while
confronting the Forts and facing the Enemy’. Al-Awza4 said, “If
the victory seems near and the Muslims are unable to perform
the prayer (in the normal manner), they should pray by
nodding each by himself. If they are unable to nod, they
should delay the prayer until fighting is finished. When they
feel safe, they should pray two Rak‘ah. If they are unable, they
should then pray one Rak‘ah that includes two prostrations. If
they are unable, then Takbir alone does not suffice, so they
should delay the prayer until they are safe.” This is the same
view that Makhtl held. Anas bin Malik said, “I participated in
the attack on the fort of Tastar, when the light of dawn started
to become clear. Suddenly, the fighting raged and the Muslims
were unable to pray until the light of day spread. We then
prayed (the Dawn prayer) with Abu Musa and we became
victorious. I would not have been pleased if I were to gain in
the life of this world and whatever is in it instead of that
prayer.”*! This is the wording of Al-Bukhari.

Prayer during the Times of Peace is performed normally
Allah said:

! SR IRAH (L.J (¥
€And when you are in safety, then remember Allh (pray)
meaning, ‘Perform the prayer as I have commanded you by
completing its bowing, prostration, standing, sitting, and with
the required attention (in the heart) and supplication.’ Allah
said:
01 path ALBari 8:46, Muslim 1:574.
(2] Muslim 1:478,479, Abu Dawud 2 40, An-Nasa'i 3:169, Ibn Ms&jah
1:339, At-Tabari 5: 247.
13! At-Tabari 5:240,241 .
¥ Fath Al-Bari 2:503.
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4TS 35 3G oo 5

&in the manner He has taught you, which you knew not

(before) .3

meaning, just as e has endowed you, guided you and taught
you about what benefits you in this life and the Hereafter, so
thank and remember Him. Similarly, Allah said after He
mentioned the prayer of Fear,

€055 U5 Sl G 20 e 3 S f skt gy

§...but when you are free from danger, perform As-Salah.
Verily, As-Saldh (the prayer) is enjoined on the believers at
fixed hours.p (4:103)

We will mention the Hadiths about the prayer of Fear and its
description in Sirat An-Nisa’ while mentioning Allah’s
statement:

L CA AR I
¢When you (O Messenger Muhammad 3%) are among them,
and lead them in As-Saldh (the prayer).$ (4:102)

S o2 e s 4 LR e T 84 I Goes 2 Ze
gl e Jendt Y »f;‘:}f, 4rs vt A% p)é'-‘—-‘, i L d
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§240. And those of you who die and leave behind wives should
bequeath for their wives a year’s maintenance (and residence)
without turning them out, but if they (wives) leave, there is no
sin on you for that which they do of themselves, provided it is

honorable (e.g., lawful marriage). And Allah is All-Mighty,
All-Wise.»

4241. And for divorced women, maintenance (should be
provided) on reasonable (scale). This is a duty on Al-Muttagin
(the pious).»

§242. Thus Allah makes clear His Ayat (Laws) to you, in order
that you may understand .y
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Ayah (2:240) was abrogated

The majority of the scholars said that this Ayah (2:240) was
abrogated by the Ayah (2:234), what Allah said:

* - Core
-0y % [

€0 8 o 50 255
¢...they (the wives) shall wait (as regards their marriage) for
four months and ten days.p (2:234)

For instance, Al-Bukhari reported that Ibn Az-Zubayr said: 1
said to ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan:

51 855 i, P S0
¢And those of you who die and leave wives behind themyp

was abrogated by the other Ayah (2:234). Therefore, why did
you collect it (meaning, in the Qur'an)?” He said, “O my
nephew! I shall not change any part of the Qur'an from its
place.”!!

The question that Ibn Az-Zubayr asked Uthman means: I
the ruling of the Ayah (2:240) was abrogated to four months
(the 9ddah of the widow, and refer to 2:234), then what is the
wisdom behind including it in the Qur’an, although its ruling
has been abrogated? If the Ayah (2:240) remains (in the
Qur’an) after the Ayah that abrogated it (2:234), this might
imply that its ruling is still valid.’ ‘Uthman, the Leader of the
faithful, answered him by stating that this is a matter of the
revelation, which mentioned these Aydt in this order.
‘Therefore, 1 shall leave the Ayah where 1 found it in the
Qur’an.’

Ibn Abu Hatim reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said about what
Allah said:

[P X2 S,rp ~

PY RS VRS S I 45 I v SRS (AR (2
N
¢And those of you who die and leave behind wives should

bequeath for their wives a year’s maintenance (and residence)
without turning them out,y

“The widow used to reside, and have her provisions provided

() path Al-Bari 8:48.
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for her for a year, in her deceased husband’s house. Later, the
Ayah that specified the inheritance (4:12) abrogated this Ayah
(2:240), and thus the widow inherits one-fourth or one-eighth
of what her (deceased) husband leaves behind. "1

Ibn Abu Hatim also related that ‘Ali bin Abu Talhah stated
that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “When a man died and left behind a
widow, she used to remain in his house for a year for her
‘Iddah, all the while receiving her provisions during this time.
Thereafter, Alldh revealed this Ayah:

€0is; 8 L Sl S O S50 (K G5 i
¢And those of you who die and leave wives behind them, they
(the wives) shall wait (as regards their marriage) for four

months and ten days.p (2:234)

So, this is the ‘Iddah of the widow, unless she was pregnant,
. for her ‘Iddah then ends when she gives birth. Alldh also said:

” [
s oh 7 o €4

28 3 el S of 1S ¢:<j o= {jol Py E’)ﬁ ZA0sd
€ e 2

&In that which you leave, their (your wives’) share is a fourth if
you leave no child; but if you leave a child, they get an eighth
of that which you leave .y (4:12)

So Allah specified the share of the widow in the inheritance
and there was no need for the will or the Nafagah
(maintenance) which were mentioned in (2:240)."?I

Ibn Abu Hatim stated that Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Tkrimah,
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhadk, Ar-Rabi‘ and Muqatil bin Hayydan said
that the Ayah (2:240) was abrogated by:

A s

§riz; o iy
&four months and ten days.p (2:234)1%
Al-Bukhaéri reported that Mujahid said that:
€l 5 K 535 i
¢And those of you who die and leave wives behind themp
(2:234)

I 1bn Abi Hatim 2:871.
121 At-Tabari 5:255.
131 1bn Abi Hatim 2:875,876.
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used to be the ‘Iddah, and the widow had to remain with her
(deceased) husband’s family (during that period, i.e., four
months and ten days). Then, Allah revealed:
BRE e R 0L e s O 8055 e B 0D
€O o Gl o B i FE2 56 52K 5

¢And those of you who die and leave behind wives should
bequeath for their wives a year's maintenance (and residence)
without turning them out, but if they (wives) leave, there is no
sin on you for that which they do of themselves, provided it is
honorable (e.g., lawful marriage).»

So, Allah made the rest of the year, which is seven months
and twenty days, as a will and testament for her.
Consequently, if she wants, she could use her right in this will
and remain in the residence (for the rest of the year). Or, if
she wants, she could leave the (deceased husband’s) house
after the four months and ten days have passed. This is the
meaning of what Allih said:

dpinde P2 %6 55K O gy B d

¢...without turning them out, but if they (wives) leave, there is

no sin on you.»

Therefore, the required term of ‘Yddah is still unchanged
(refer to 2:234).

‘At3’ quoted Ibn ‘Abbas, “This Ayah (2:240) has abrogated
(the requirement that) the widow spends the Yddah with his
(i.e., her deceased husband’s) family. So, she spends her
Tddah wherever she wants. This is the meaning of what Allih
said:

ds B
dwithout turning them out,».”

‘Ata’ also said: “If she wants, she spends the ‘Iddah with his
family and resides there according to the will (meaning the
rest of the year). If she wants, she is allowed to leave, for Allah
said:

€50 0y K gz ip
&there is no sin on you for that which they do of themselves,.”
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‘Atd’ then said: “Then (the Ayah on) the inheritance (refer to
4:12) came and abrogated the residence. Hence, the widow
spends her Tddah wherever she wants and does not have the
right to residence any more.”!!

The statement of ‘Ata’ and those who held the view that the
Ayah (2:240) was abrogated by the Ayah on the inheritance
(4:12), is only valid for more than the four months and ten
days (required in 2:234). However, if they mean that the four
months and ten days are not required from the deceased
husband’s estate, then this opinion is the subject of
disagreement among the scholars. As proof, they said that the
widow is required to remain in her (deceased) husband’s house
(for four months and ten days) according to what Malik
reported from Zaynab bint Kab bin Ujrah. She said that
Fari‘ah bint Malik bin Sinan, the sister of Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri,
told her that she came to Allah’s Messenger # asking him to
return to her family’s residence with Banu Khudrah. Her
husband had pursued some of his servants who ran away, but
when he reached the area of Al-Qadum, they killed him. She
said, “So I asked Allah’s Messenger & if I should stay with my
family in Banu Khudrah, for my (deceased) husband did not
leave me a residence that he owns or Nafagah (maintenance).
Allah’s Messenger # answered in the positive. While I was in
the room, Alldh’s Messenger # summoned me or had someone
summon me and said:

Sy Jizé
«What did you say?» .
I repeated the story to him about my (deceased) husband. He
said:
uStay at your home until the term reaches its end.»

So | remained through the ‘Yddah term for four months and
ten days in my (deceased husband’s} house. Thereafter,
‘Uthman bin ‘Affan sent for me during his reign and asked me
about this matter and I told him what happened. He made a
judgment to the same effect.”?! This Hadith was also collected

11 A)l-Bukhari 4531,5344.
21 ALMuwatta’ 2:591.




Surah 2. Al-Bagarah (225 - 252) (Part-2) 679

by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’l and Ibn Majah.l"! At-
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih".

The Necessity of the Mut‘ah (Gift) at the Time of Divorce
Allah said:

¢And for divorced women, maintenance (should be provided) on
reasonable (scale). This is a duty on Al-Muttagin (the pious).»

‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that when Alldh’s
statement:

€G30 § & g,
¢...a gift of reasonable amount is a duty on the doers of good
(2:236)
was revealed, a man said, “If I want, I will be excellent and if I
do not, I will not.” Thereafter, Alldh revealed this Ayah:

¢And for divorced women, maintenance (should be provided) on
reasonable (scale). This is a duty on Al-Muttagin (the
pious) 31!

The scholars who ruled that the Mut‘ah (reasonable gift) at
the time of divorce is required for every divorced woman,
whether she had a bridal-money appointed for her or not, and
whether the marriage was consummated or not, relied on this
Ayah (2:241) when they issued their ruling. This is the view
taken on this subject by Said bin Jubayr and several others
among the Salafl® and also Ibn Jarir. Hence, Allah’s
statement:

3
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€There is no sin on you, if you divorce women while yet you

have not touched (had sexual relation with) them, nor appointed
PP

11 Abu Dawud 2:773, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 4:319,390, An-Nasa’l
6:200, Ibn Majah 1:654.

2 At-Tabari 5:264.
- BBl At-Tabari 5:263.
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for them their due (dowry). But bestow on them (a suitable
8ift), the rich according to his means, and the poor according to
his means, a gift of reasonable amount is a duty on the doers of
good.p (2:236) only mentions some specifics of this
general ruling.

Allah then said:

$oon 452 Ky
€Thus Allah makes clear His Ayat (Laws) to you,

meaning, what He allows, forbids, requires, His set limits, His
commandments and His prohibitions are all explained and
made plain and clear for you. He did not leave any matter in
general terms if you needed the specifics,

453 Ky
4in order that you may understand .y

meaning, understand and comprehend.
&5 A0 240 08 ol X SN A s o ASE 500 0L 13 T
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€243. Did you (O Muhammad %) not think of those who went
Jorth from their homes in the thousands, fearing death? Allih
said to them, “‘Die”’. And then He restored them to life. Truly,
Allah is full of bounty to mankind, but most men thank not.»
€244. And fight in the way of Allah and know that Alléh is
All-Hearer, All-Knower.»

€245. Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan so that
He may multiply it to him many times? And it is Allah that

decreases or increases (your provisions), and unto Him you
shall return.»

The Story of the Dead People

Ibn Abu Hatim related that Ibn ‘Abbas said that these people
mentioned herein, were the residents of a village called
Dawardan. ‘Ali bin ‘Asim said that they were from Dawardan,
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a village several miles away from Wasit (in Iraq).

In his Tafsir, Waki‘ bin Jarrah said that Ibn ‘Abbas
commented,

ol S5 S 0K sy o 85 B ) 55 A
¢Did you (O Muhammad &) not think of those who went forth
from their homes in thousands, fearing death?}

that they were four thousand persons who escaped the plague
(that broke out in their land). They said, “We should go to a
land that is free of death!” When they reached a certain area,
Allah said to them:

¢l
¢“Die.”’y
and they all died. Afterwards, one of the Prophets passed by
them and supplicated to Allah to resurrect them and Allah

brought them back to life. So, Allah stated:
ol S0 B 45 ca sy o 355 0 01 55
¢Did you (O Muhammad %) not think of those who went forth
from their homes in the thousands, fearing death?$

Furthermore, several scholars among the Salaf said that
these people were the residents of a city during the time of the
Children of Israel. The weather in their land did not suit them
and an epidemic broke out. They fled their land fearing death
and took refuge in the wilderness. They later arrived at a
fertile valley and they filled what is between its two sides.
Then Allah sent two angels to them, one from the lower side
and the other from the upper side of the valley. The angels
screamed once and all the people died instantly, just as the
death of one man. They were later moved to a different place,
where walls and graves were built around them. They all
perished, and their bodies rotted and disintegrated. Long
afterwards, one of the Prophets of the Children of Israel,
whose name was Hizqil (Ezekiel), passed by them and asked
Allih to bring them back to life by his hand. Allah accepted
his supplication and commanded him to say, “O rotted bones,
Allih commands you to come together.” The bones of every
body were brought together. Allah then commanded him to
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say, “O bones, Allah commands you to be covered with flesh,
nerves and skin.” That also happened while Hizqil was
watching. Alldh then commanded him to say, “O souls, Allah
commands you to return, each to the body that it used to
inhabit.” They all came back to life, looked around and
proclaimed, “All praise is due to You (O Alldh!) and there is no
deity worthy of worship except You.” Allah brought them back
to life after they had perished long ago.

We should state that bringing these people back to life is a
clear proof that physical resurrection shall occur on the Day of
Resurrection. This is why Allah said:

€00 J2 o35 L0 g
4Truly, Allah is full of bounty to mankind,$

meaning, in that He shows them His great signs, sound proofs
and clear evidences. Yet,

€t § 88 32 555
&but most men thank not.p!"!

as they do not thank Allah for what He has given them with in
their worldly life and religious affairs.

The story of the dead people (2:244 above) also indicates that
no caution can ever avert destiny and that there is no refuge
from Allah, but to Allah Himself. These people departed from
their land fleeing the epidemic and seeking to enjoy a long life.
What they earned was the opposite of what they sought, as
death came quickly and instantaneously and seized them all.

There is an authentic Hadith that Imam Ahmad reported
that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas said that ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab once
went to Ash-Sham (Syria). When he reached the area of Sargh,
he was met by the commanders of the army: Abu ‘Ubaydah
bin Jarrah and his companions. They told him that the plague
had broken out in Ash-Sham. The Hadith then mentioned that
‘Abdur-Rahmaén bin ‘Awf, who was away attending to some of
his affairs, came and said, “I have knowledge regarding this
matter. I heard Allah’s Messenger i say:

o 36 a5k 4 pdaen B o 513 1,805 56 g, 28T ash B8 G
111 At-Tabari 5:266.
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i

uf it (the plague) breaks out in a land that you are in, do not
leave that land to escape from it. If you hear about it in a land,
do not enter it.v

‘Umar then thanked Allah and went back.!!! This Hadith is
also reported in the Sahihayn.!?!

Abandoning Jihad does not alter Destiny
Allah said:

€02 Lr AT GG & g o 1535

€And fight in the way of Allah and know that Allah is All-
Hearer, All-Knower .»

This Ayah indicates that just as caution does not alter
destiny, abandoning Jihad will neither bring the appointed
term closer nor delay it. Rather, destiny and the appointed
provisions are fixed and shall never be changed or altered,
neither by addition nor deletion Similarly, Allah said:

pERIRChA R R P t,u GGl BACES apoty U6 Sy
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¢(They are) the ones who said about their killed brethren while
they themselves sat (at home): “If only they had listened to us,
they would not have been killed.” Say: "Avert death from your
own selves, if you speak the truth.”’» (3:168)

Allah said:
PR TR R e - 8 IR (<5 A I FON T Ao g 1
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¢They say: “Our Lord! Why have you ordained for us
fighting? Would that you had granted us respite for a short
period?” Say: “Short is the enjoyment of this world. The
Hereafler is (far) better for him who fears Allah, and you shall
not be dealt with unjustly even equal to the Fatild (a scalish

1 Ahmad 1:194.
12| Fath Al-Bari 10:189,190, 12:361, Muslim 4:1740.
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thread in the long slit of a date stone). Wheresoever you may
be, death will overtake you even if you are in fortresses built up
strong and high!”'» (4:77, 78)

Abu Sulayman, Khalid bin Al-Walid, the commander of the
Muslim armies, the veteran among Muslim soldiers, the
protector of Islam and the Sword of Allah that was raised
above His enemies, said while dying, “I have participated in so-
and-so number of battles. There is not a part of my body, but
suffered a shot (of an arrow), a stab (of a spear) or a strike (of
a sword). Yet, here I am, I die on my bed just as the camel
dies! May the eyes of the cowards never taste sleep.” He, may
Alldh be pleased with him, was sorry and in pain because he
did not die as martyr in battle. He was sad that he had to die
on his bed!!"!

The Good Loan and its Reward
Alldh said:
s GH 0 128 €os G 58 o 6

¢Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan so that He
may multiply it to him many times?y

In this Ayah, Allah encourages His servants to spend in His
cause. Allih mentioned this same Ayah in several other parts
of His Glorious Qur'an. The Hadith that mentions that Allah
descends (every night down on the nearest heaven to us when
the last third of the night remains) states that Allah says:

kb 5 o % 5 8
«Who would give a loan to He Who is neither poor nor
unjust o2
Allah’s statement:
S A pritic2 3
¢He may multiply it to him many times}, is similar to His
statement:

[ AV A ARk I e X S S VAo 1 B PEoY 052
11 Tahdhib At-Tahdhib 3:124.
12l Muslim 758, Musnad Abu ‘Awdnah 1:145.
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¢and unto Him you shall return.p on the Day of Resurrection.
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€246. Have you not thought about the group of the Children of
Israel after (the time of) Miisa? When they said to a Prophet of
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theirs, “Appoint for us a king and we will fight in Allah’s
way.” He said, “Would you then refrain from fighting, if
fighting was prescribed for you?" They said, “Why should we
not fight in Alldh’s way while we have been driven out of our
homes and our children (families have been taken as captives)?”’
But when fighting was ordered for them, they turned away, all
except a faw of them. And Allah is All-Aware of the
wrongdoers .y

The Story of the Jews Who sought a King to be
appointed over Them

Mujahid said that the Prophet (mentioned in the Ayah 2:246
above) is Shamwil (Samuel).!'! Wahb bin Munabbih said: The
Children of Israel remained on the straight path for a period of
time after Moses. They then innovated in the religion and
some of them even worshipped the idols. Yet, there were
always Prophets sent among them who would command them
to work righteous deeds, refrain from doing evil and who
would rule them according to the commands of the Torah.
When they (Israelites) committed the evil that they committed,
Allah caused their enemies to overwhelm them, and many
fatalities fell among them as a consequence. Their enemies
also captured a great number of them, and took over large
areas of their land. Earlier, anyone who would fight the
Israelites would lose, because they had the Torah and the
Tabit,? which they inherited generation after generation ever
since the time of Moses, who spoke to Allah directly. Yet, the
Israelites kept indulging in misguidance until some king took
the Tabut from them during a battle. That king also took
possession of the Torah, and only a few of the Israelites who
memorized it remained. The prophethood halted among their
various tribes and only a pregnant woman remained of the
offspring of Lavi (Levi), in whom the prophethood still
appeared. Her husband had been killed, so the Israelites kept
her in a house so that Allah may give her a boy, who would be
their Prophet. The woman also kept invoking Allah to grant
her a boy. Allah heard her pleas and gave her a boy whom she

1) At-Tabari 5:293.
[2) “The ark of the Covenant.”
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called ‘Shamwil’ meaning ‘Allah has heard my pleas.” Some
people said that the boy’s name was Sham‘n (Simeon), which
also has a similar meaning.

As that boy grew, Allah raised him to be a righteous person.
When he reached the age of prophethood, Allih revealed to
him and commanded him to call (his people) to Him and to
His Tawhid (Oneness). Shamwil called the Children of Israel
(to Allah) and they asked him to appoint a king over them so
that they could fight their enemies under his command. The
kingship had also ended among them. Their Prophet said to
them, “What if Allah appoints a king over you, would you
fulfill your vow to fight under his command?”

(‘:{C«‘_’ L‘,_:.)‘_,-Cv-f‘ .-\.s) &\J..A_..JJ._M\ﬁ _;l }

¢They said, “Why should we not fight in Allah’s way while we
have been driven out of our homes and our children?”’p

meaning, ‘After our land had been confiscated and our
children had been taken from us?’ Allah said:

€<l 0 406 245 S8 N U5 Jaait L X Gy

¢But when fighting was ordered for them, they turned away,
all except a few of them. And Allih is All-Aware of the
wrongdoersy

meaning, only a few of them kept their promise, but the
majority abandoned Jihad and Allah has full knowledge of
them.

S0 G 5K SHG K P08 5 & G 4 4T 0G5
(.éa_!.;" :"m" ::J:l o Wu_,arl_,udutu’-",juz
L5 b R g feall g A6 sl LUE g £Xm 5

LB EA

€247. And their Prophet said to them, "“Indeed Allgh has
appointed Talat (Saul) as a king over you.” They said, “How
can he be a king over us when we are fitter than him for the
kingdom, and he has not been given enough wealth.” He said :
“Verily, Allah has chosen him above you and has increased him
abundantly in knowledge and stature. And Allah grants His
kingdom to whom He wills. And Alldh is All-Sufficient for His
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creatures’ needs, All-Knower.”’)

When the Israelites asked their Prophet to appoint a king
over them, he appointed Talut (Saul), who was then a soldier.
But, Talat was not a descendant of the house of kings among
them, which was exclusively in the offspring of Yahudha
(Judah). This is why they said:

€ S04 555 5

¢How can he be a king over usy meaning, how can he be the king
for us,

St o e 21 i as it Aot s

Swhen we are fitter than him for the kingdom, and he has not been
given enough wealth?y They said that Talit was also poor and
did not have the wealth that justifies him being king. Some
people stated that Talit used to bring water to the people,
while others stated that his profession was dyeing skins. The
Jews, thus, disputed with their Prophet while they were
supposed to obey him and to say good words to him.
Their Prophet answered them:

-
-

$omde LAt 1 5P
&Verily, Allah has chosen him above youp

meaning, ‘Alldh chose Talat from amongst you while having
better knowledge about him.’ Their Prophet stated, “I did not
choose Talit to be your king on my own. Rather, Allah has
commanded that upon your request.” Further:

€5l LI 3 10 55633
¢...and has increased him abundantly in knowledge and
stature.$

meaning, ‘Talat is more knowledgeable and honorable than
you, and stronger and more patient during combat, and has
more knowledge of warfare. In short, he has more knowledge
and is stronger than you are. The king should have sufficient
knowledge, be fair looking and should have a strong soul and
body.’ He then said:

{And Allah grants His kingdom to whom He wills.)
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meaning, Alldh Alone is the Supreme Authority Who does what
He wills and no one can ask Him about His actions, while
they will be asked (about their actions by Him). This is
because Allah has perfect knowledge, wisdom and kindness
with His creation. Allah said:

24z L5 by

¢And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures’ needs, All-
Knower.»

meaning, His favor is encompassing and He grants His mercy
to whom He wills. He also knows those who deserve to be
kings and those who do not deserve it.

o Rl wd SR00 JEDE el g & gl 23 0G5
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€248. And their Prophet said to them: ““Verily! The sign of His
kingdom is that there shall come to you At-Tabit, wherein is
Sakinah (peace and reassurance) from your Lord and a remnant
of that which Musd (Moses) and Harin (Aaron) left behind,
carried by the angels. Verily, in this is a sign for you if you are
indeed believers .y

Their Prophet then proclaimed, “The sign of the blessings of
Talat’s kingship over you is that Allah will give you back the
Tabut (wooden box) that has been taken from you.” Alldh said:

&wherein is Sakinah from your Lord)

meaning, peace (or grace) and reassurance. ‘Abdur-Razzaq
stated that Qatadah said:

il aad

g

wherein is Sakinahy

means grace.!'! In addition, Ar-Rabi said that Sakinah means
mercy. This is also the meaning given by Ibn ‘Abbas, as Al-
‘Awfi narrated.

) Abdur-Razzaq 1:98.
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Allah then said:
6§ Lsp e BE s S

€...and a remnant of that which Miisi (Moses) and Harin
(Aaron) left behind,»

Ibn Jarir related that Ibn ‘Abbas said about this Ayah:
vt fe Bz e
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¢...and a remnant of that which Miisi (Moses) and Harin
(Aaron) left behind,

Meaning, Moses’ staff and the remnants of the Tablets.!!! This
is the same Tafsir of Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas
and qTkrimah, who added, “And also the Torah.”?! ‘Abdur-
Razzaq said that he asked Ath-Thawri about the meaning of,

- A, - Pl . - Z . ‘.‘{_rt
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¢...and a remnant of that which Miisi (Moses) and Harin
(Aaron) left behind,

Ath-Thawri said, “Some said that it contained a pot of
manna and the remnants of the Tablets, while some others
said that it contained (Moses’) staff and two shoes (and refer to
20:12)."3

Allah then said:

€Ki 4.2
¢...carried by the angels.$

Ibn Jurayj stated that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The angels came
down while carrying the Tabut between the sky and the earth,
until they placed it before Talat while the people were
watching.” As-Suddi said, “The Tabit was brought to Talat’s
house, so the people believed in the prophethood of Sham<n
(Simeon) and obeyed Talat™*!

The Prophet then said:

&0 5 A 4 p

) At-Tabari 5:331.
1 At-Tabari 5:331,332.
Bl At-Tabari 5:333.
1) At-Tabari 5:335.
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sign for youy

testifying to my truth
in what I was sent
with, my
prophethood, and my
command to you to
obey Talut,
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&if you are indeed
believers.» in Alldh
and the Hereafter.”
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€249. Then when Taliut set out with the army, he said:
“Verily, Allah will try you by a river. So whoever drinks
thereof, he is not of me; and whoever tastes it not, he is of me,
except hint who takes (thereof) in the hollow of his hand.” Yet,
they drank thereof, all, except a few of them. So when he had
crossed it (the river), he and those who believed with him, they
said: “We have no power this day against Jalit (Goliath) and
his hosts.” But those who knew with certainty that they were
going to meet Allah, said: “How often has a small group
overcome a mighty host by Allah’s leave?”’ And Allah is with

As-Sabirin (the patient).»
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Allah states that Talat, the king of the Children of Israel,
marched forth with his soldiers and the Israelites who obeyed
him. His army was of eighty thousand then, according to As-
Suddi,!'! but Allah knows best. Talat said:

$ptnil & P
¢Verily, Allah will try youy

meaning, He will test you with a river, which flowed between
Jordan and Palestine, i.e., the Shari‘ah river, according to Ibn
‘Abbas and others.!?! He continued,

vors

| PR EAA A
€So whoever drinks thereof, he is not of me ;9
meaning, shall not accompany me today,
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¢and whoever tastes it not, he is of me, except him who takes
(thereof) in the hollow of his hand .

meaning, there is no harm in this case. Allah then said:
oz S Y L 3 5

¢Yet, they drank thereof, all, except a few of them.p

Ibn Jurayj stated that Ibn ‘Abbas commented, “Whoever
took some of it (the river’s water) in the hollow of his hand,
quenched his thirst; as for those who drank freely from it,
their thirst was not quenched.”

Ibn Jarir reported that Al-Bara’ bin ‘Azib said, “We used to
say that the Companions of Muhammad # who accompanied
him on the battle of Badr were more than three hundred and
ten, just as many as the soldiers who crossed the river with
Talat. Only those who believed crossed the river with him.”3!
Al-Bukhari also reported this.!¥

This is why Allih said:

€t SI6 151 G B0 ¥ G s i 2 4 556 6y

1l At-Tabari 5:339.

(2l At-Tabari 5:340.

Bl At-Tabari 5:345,346,347.
81 Fath Al-Bari 7:339.
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4So when he had crossed it (the river), he and those who
believed with him, they said: “We have no power this day
against Jalit (Goliath) and his hosts.”’y *

This Ayah indicates that the Israelites (who remained with
Saul) thought that they were few in the face of their enemy
who were many then. So, their knowledgeable scholars
strengthened their resolve by stating that Allah’s promise is
true and that triumph comes from Allah Alone, not from the
large numbers or the adequacy of the supplies. They said to
them:

Copl 205 005 et (6 SE A8 18 i (2o
¢'How often has a small group overcome a mighty host by
Allah’s leave?”” And Allah is with As-Sabirin (the patient).»
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¢250. And when they advanced to meet Jalit (Goliath) and his
Jorces, they invoked: “Our Lord! Pour forth on us patience,
and set firm our feet and make us victorious over the
disbelieving people.”$
€251. So they routed them by Allah’s leave and Dawud (David)
killed Jalut (Goliath), and Allah gave him (Dawud) the kingdom
[after the death of Talut and Samuel] and Al-Hikmah
(prophethood), and taught him of that which He willed. And if
Allah did not check one set of people by means of another, the

earth would indeed be full of mischief. But Alldh is full of
bounty to the ‘Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that exists).)

€252. These are the verses of Allah, We recite them to you (O

Muhammnad &) in truth, and surely, you are one of the
Messengers (of Allah.3

When the faithful party, who were few under the command
of Talat, faced their enemy, who were many under the
command of Jalut,
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4they invoked : “Our Lord! Pour forth on us patience...”d
meaning, send down patience on us from You.

it 250y

dand set firm our feety .
meaning, against the enemy and save us from running away
and from feebleness,
€ 3 g G5y
4and make us victorious over the disbelieving people .y
Allah said:
G L AT

¢So they routed them by Allah’s leavey
meaning, they defeated and overwhelmed them by Alldh’s aid
and support. Then,
€36 435 555
and Dawud killed ]dhit)
Israelite accounts claimed that (Prophet} David killed Goliath

with a slingshot that he had, which he launched at Goliath
causing his death.

Talat promised that whoever killed Jalat, would marry his
daughter and would share his kingship and authority. He kept
his promise. Later, the kingship was transferred to Prophet

Dawud in addition to being granted Prophethood by Allah. So,
Allah said:

R U R A
¢...and Allah gave him (Dawud) the kingdom
that Talat had and,
L Sy
éand Al-Hikmahp that comes with the prophethood, meaning,
after Shamwil. [Allah then said:]
s o iz
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¢and taught him of that which He willed.»
meaning, what He willed of the knowledge that He bestowed
on (Prophet) Dawud.
Next, Allah said:
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¢And if Allah did not check one set of people by means of
another, the earth would indeed be full of mischief.»

This Ayah indicates that if it were not for the fact that Allah
checks one set of people with another, such as when Talat
and the bravery of Dawud helped the Children of Israel
(against Goliath), then people would have perished. Similarly,
Allah said:

B JE=i 4 5L Y e Sl i SBF A 5
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¢For had it not been that Allah checks one set of people by
means of another, monasteries, churches, synagogues, and
Masjids, wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much, would
surely, have been pulled down . (22:40)
Allah then said:

AT F 335 6 Gemish

¢But Alldh is full of bounty to the ‘Alamin (mankind, Jinn and
all that exists)p

meaning, by His mercy and favor He fixes some of them by
some others. Surely, Allah has the wisdom, the supreme
authority and the clear proof against His creation in all of His
actions and statements.
Allah said:
¢ O o8 S N D QB A 2 Sbd
¢These are the verses of Allih, We recite them to you (O
Muhammad %) in truth, and surely, you are one of the
Messengers (of Allah).»
This Ayah states, These Ayat (verses) of Allah that We have
narrated for you in truth conform to the exact manner that
these stories have occurred and to the truth that still remain
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in the (Divine) Books that the scholars of the Children of Israel
have and know. Alldh said: O Muhammad,

€355y
{you arep
¢ oI

done of the Messengers (of Allah)y emphatically stating the truth
of his prophethood741

Y¢ This is the End of Volume One with the Tafsir of Surat
Al-Baqarah, verse. 252..

X Volume Two begins with Siirat Al-Baqarah, verse. 253.
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